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particularly that Aaron b. .Amram—to start with him—
is no other than the long-sought father of the " Bne Aaron "'.
In order to achieve a demonstration "which can claim
methodical correctness, I shall "briefly recapitulate what
conditions of time, place, social status, etc., must be satisfied
by those whose identity with the **' prominent members of
the Baghdad community " in the Saadya fragment is alleged.
 (1)	They must have been resident in Baghdad.1
 (2)	They must have been in direct relations with Baghdad
governmental circles, which enabled them to intervene on
behalf of their brethren (even those from other provinces)
before the Caliph.
 (3)	They must already have held an influential position
in 928, at the time of the Caliph al-Muqtadir.2
(4:) They must have been indebted to their fathers 3 for
their high office.*
 (5)	At the time when this letter was written, i.e. in 928,
their fathers, Mar Netira and Mar Aaron, could not have
been any longer alive.6
 (6)	" Bne Netira"  and " Bne Aaron '*  must have been
contemporaries. *
 (7)	They must also have been partisans of K. Saadya.7
1 This feature precludes any attempt to identify them with personalities
residing elsewhere.
 *	The letter of B. Saadya was written in 928.
 *	The " Bne Xetira " and ** Bne Aaron." seem to have been influential
only in virtue of their being heirs of a position held by their fathers.   They
were just the '* sons of their fathers"  and are therefore called  " Bne
Netlra " and ** Bne Aaron'" without further specification.
 *	The text gives the impression that we have here to do with purely
mundane personalities, prominent in politics or business, and not  with
Talmudie celebrities.
5 Note the phrase nsnsb   CTSDXSn   IDT.
*	The fact that the two families are mentioned together as they are, is
an important chronological indication that has hitherto not been taken
into account.  It teaches us that only contemporaries of the " Bne Xetira "
can be identified with the " Bne Aaron **.
7 Apart from the fact that R. Saadya was obviously on cordial terms with
them, we have direct evidence that Sahl b. Xetira was a pupil of his. Cf.
Hark»vy, ibid., pp. 38, 40.

